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THE ARCHIVAL DISTRIBUTION OF
FLORIDA MANUSCRIPTS
It is, perhaps, no inaccuracy to assert that few
regions of continental United States, if any, are more
widely represented, with respect to manuscript materials, than is Florida. Such materials are found in
the national archives of at least three European countries and in those of four American countries-and it
is quite possible that fuller information will extend
the area of distribution. Manuscripts on Florida exist
also in State archival institutions within the United
States, as well as in a number of public, semi-public,
and private institutions, both within and without the
United States. It is purposed in the present paper to
review very hastily and summarily the archival distribution of manuscript materials relating to Florida.
Of the manuscripts themselves very little will be said
and of their character mere indications must here suffice, for obviously time will not permit of more, and
besides it is not the cardinal intent of this brief talk
to do more.
At the outset, let me testify to the great debt students of the history of Florida owe to the various
Guides that have been published by the Department of
Historical Research of the Carnegie Institution of
Washington under the direction and guidance of Dr.
J. F. Jameson. These Guides have lessened our labors
immensely by directing us immediately toward the deNote-This paper, read before the Conference of Historical
Societies at the annual meeting of the American Historical
Association, 1929, is the result of a search for archival material
relating to Florida which extended over a number of years. That
painstaking research has given Dr. Robertson a knowledge of
the subject possessed by no one else and is assurance that this
product of it is of great and unique value to all who may dig
into the sources of early Florida history.-Ed.
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sired goal in the various archival depositories. A few
other guides also furnish useful information.
The extent of territory denoted by the name “Florida” changed with the lapse of time and the entrance
of other European nations into the colonizing game
and their aggressions from a vague area to one with
fairly definite bounds. At first the term had a very
loose meaning, but after the English had delimited the
province of Georgia, Florida was confined pretty much
within its present limits. Now, the mere fact that
Florida has been under Spanish, English, and United
States flags, that the French projected and attempted
settlements there in the sixteenth century and later,
and that the northern border of Florida was from 1784
to 1821 the southern boundary of the United States,
presupposes large bodies of papers relating to the history of the Florida region. Also, quite naturally, given
the past history of Florida and the jealous care with
which Spain guards its papers, one would expect to
find great bodies of manuscript material in Spain itself. The student of Spanish Florida will, accordingly,
if he go to Europe, first direct his steps, as a matter of
course, to the Archivo General de Indias, at Seville.
There, whether or not he has been prepared for what
he must do, he will inevitably be astounded at the
enormous amount of the resources thrown open to him
-and this, whether he is studying both periods of
Spanish occupation or one period only. He will find
in those archives many manuscripts on Florida dating
from as early as 1518 and running to 1763, when that
region became British. For the British occupation
there are comparatively few Spanish documents, but
for the second Spanish occupation (17841821)) the
supply becomes bewildering.
Of the twelve or thirteen grand divisions into which
the papers of the Archivo General de Indias are arranged, at least eight yield Florida materials, namely:
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I

Patronato (in general material relating to the discovery and early exploration) ; Contaduria General
(in general, accounts, the subsidy, and other economic
materials reflecting the business side of administration) ; Casa de Contratacion (also largely reflecting
the business side of administration-the supplying of
the colony with settlers, soldiers, ammunition, artillery, and other military necessities, provisions, missionaries and other ecclesiastical persons and providing for their maintenance, etc.) ; Simancas, Consejo de
Indias y Ministerio de Hacienda (a great mass of
almost 19,000 legajos, many of which supply Florida
materials and treat of almost every conceivable subject connected with the colony, both secular and ecclesiastical) ; Escribania de Camara del Consejo de
Indias (concerned largely with lawsuits and residencias of officials and having many large expedientes) ;
Papeles de Estado (1686-1760) ; Ministerio de Ultramar (Florida material consisting of the documents of
legajos 506-513) ; Papeles procedentes de la Isla de
Cuba (consisting in all of almost 2400 legajos and containing many thousands of Florida manuscripts, mostly of the second Spanish occupation ; these are the manuscripts so well described by Roscoe R. Hill in his
Guide published by Carnegie Institution of Washington.)
These papers taken together comprise the greatest single source for the history of Spanish Florida.
They treat of every phase of that history-administrative, economic, social, ecclesiastical. From them the
daily life of the colony can be visualized. From these
documents it will be seen that Florida became important in proportion as other European nations
threatened Spanish ownership, either of that region
itself or of other more lucrative colonies. They reveal
that Florida was, during the first Spanish occupation,
at least, more of an expense than an asset, and that as
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early as 1602 it was proposed to abandon that useless
colony-an impossible procedure, however, because of
the fears of European aggression in Cuba, Mexico, and
Peru, and the necessity of keeping the Bahama Channel open. These papers exhibit, and with good reason,
Spanish dread of French, British, and later AngloAmerican aggression. Moreover, pirates for long years
swarmed along the coasts, and Drake, it is remembered, burned St. Augustine in 1586. During the first
years of Spanish occupation, the subsidy paid from
Mexico and Tierra Firme (when it reached Florida)
paid for the upkeep of the colony. That period beheld
the English settled in Virginia and already penetrating southward, and Spain forced, in 1670, to acquiesce
unwillingly in the establishment of Charleston; while
the next century was to see the attempts of Moore and
Oglethorpe and the final wresting away of Georgia
with the confining of Florida to about its present dimensions. Here, too, among these manuscripts is the
partial telling of the conquest of West Florida by the
Spanish during the American Revolution, and not a
few papers relate to the general subject of that revolution. The history lies in all sorts of documentsconsultas of the council and the succeeding royal decrees, petitions and memorials, relations of services,
applications for promotion and preference, complaints,
reports of all sorts (both secular and ecclesiastical),
correspondence of officials and others (including even
the Indians), instructions and contracts, legal investigations, and reports of lawsuits, residencias, accounts,
statements of necessities, and all the other kinds of
papers deriving from Florida’s status as a Spanish
colony.
During the second Spanish occupation, the materials are concerned more especially with the troubles
arising from the proximity and aggressions of the
Anglo-Americans, the runaway slave agitation, the
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revolutionary agitation of the Spanish colonies to the
southward, and the actual revolutionary agitations
within Florida itself, with filibustering expeditions
fitted out in the United States, the vacillating and
questionable diplomacy of the United States Government, the growing importance of Indian trade with all
the implications denoted thereby, the entrance of the
Indian as a decided factor in the diplomacy of the
time, British machinations, the Jackson expeditions,
the treaty and cession, and finally the question of the
archives. The importance of this mass of papers can
scarcely be overestimated. It is supplemented by the
East Florida Papers in the Library of Congress--of
which more later-as well as those in the Cuban
archives-also to be mentioned later. Not the least
important quality of these papers for the second Spanish occupation is the light they throw on the motives
that influenced both government and people of the
United States during one period of our brief national
existence.
Other papers relating to Florida exist in the Archivo General de Simancas, all of which the student
could more conveniently use in Seville. Some are of
a diplomatic character and were for that reason retained in Simancas when the great bulk of documents
treating of the American Indies were removed thence
to Seville ; but others, as, for instance, a body of letters
by Pedro Menendez de Aviles, belong decidedly with
similar material in Seville. Some of the diplomatic
material has been published in the British calendars
of State Papers. A considerable number of the Florida
manuscripts in these archives relate to the second
Spanish occupation. Alcocer describes in his Guia
(Valladolid, 1923) a legajo on Florida and Louisiana
which consists of correspondence, the conquest of Mobile and Pensacola, and other matters. Some manu-
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scripts, formerly in Simancas and presumably removed
to Seville, can not now be found.
In Madrid, materials are found in the Archivo Historico Nacional, the Biblioteca Nacional (among these
the rather inconsequential history by Pedro Fernandez
de Pulgar), the Deposito Hidrografico (many of the
papers here copied by order of Fernandez de Navarrete
from originals then in Simancas) , and the Academia
Real de la Historia (mostly found among the Munoz
transcripts also mostly made from manuscripts then in
Simancas). These papers augment those of Seville,
but as a rule only add detail. It is quite probable that
other papers will be found in the departments of war
and marine, but no assurance can be given at this time
on that point. Some manuscripts are found in the
Archivo del Conde de Rivillagigedo and in other private archives in Spain. In passing it might be noted
that the British flag captured at Pensacola by Galvez
is still in Toledo but in so dilapidated a condition that
it can not be touched. Manuscript maps of importance
are found in Seville and Deposito Hidrografico, and in
several other places in Spain.
In France, Florida manuscripts are preserved in
the Archives des Affaires Etrangeres and in the Archives Nationales, as well as in the Bibliotheque Nationale. The most important of these relate to the attempts of the Huguenots to found a colony in Florida,
to the revenge of Dominique de Gourgues, to other
French projects against Florida, the later French
machinations in the Pensacola region, and to the diplomatic questions incited by the French and Spanish
interests. Some of these documents, as for instance
the diplomatic despatches of the French ambassador
in Spain, Fourquevaux, some of the royal correspondence, and some of the Gourgues materials have been
published. There are also in France documents-but
in no great mass-treating of the Spanish domination,

i
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which have found their way somehow or other into the
French archives. When the Leland and Parker Guide
of materials in French Archives relating to the history
of the United States shall have been published we shall
know more about Florida manuscripts in France.
The great mass of original manuscripts for the
study of the British provinces of East and West Florida are preserved in class 5 of the papers of the Public
Record Office in London, where bundles 540-573 pertain to East Florida and 574-635 to West Florida.
These consist of the minutes and acts of the provincial
legislatures, correspondence of the governor and others
with the home office and with the board of trade and
others, entry books, accounts, shipping, landgrants, appointments, and other documents. They treat of all
the varied interests that affected the two coloniesgovernment administration, economic interests (including trade with the Indians), presents for the Indians, religious and educational establishments, the
war with the revolted colonies and with the Spaniards,
the Minorcans, and so on. Among the Audit Office Records in the Public Record Office is the original of the
claims of the loyalists of East Florida-which has recently been published by the Florida State Historical
Society from the Stevens transcript made for the Lenox Collection of the New York Public Library. Other
scattering papers are preserved in the Public Record
Office, of which sufficient indication is given in Andrews’s Guide.
Various documents are preserved in other archives
in England, including the British Museum, the Fulham
Palace Papers, the Royal Society, the Privy Council
Office, the House of Lords, and the Bodleian Library.
The most important, perhaps, of these is the Report of
a General Survey in the Southern District, made by
Gerard De Brahm, which is in the British Museum.
An early copy of two volumes of this was sold to Har-

Published by STARS, 1931

7

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 10 [1931], No. 1, Art. 6

42
vard University in 1848 by Henry Stevens. These
documents are all listed in Andrews and Davenport’s
Guide and can be found by consulting the index to that
volume.
When the so-called “Papeles de Cuba” were sent to
Spain in 1888 and 1889, as above mentioned, seven
bundles were inadvertently left behind. These are now
in the Cuban archives in Havana. They consist of the
same sort of. materials as the “Papeles de Cuba” in
Seville and supplement them slightly. They are listed
to the number of over 200 manuscripts in Perez’s
Guide, and the majority of them treat of Florida.
These manuscripts, included between the years 1696
and 1821, inclusive, treat of commerce, emigration,
ecclesiastical matters, financial matters, Indian affairs,
military preparations, the Florida subsidy, relief for
Florida, the Minorcans, the adventurer Bowles, the
Spanish-English relations prior to 1763, Galvez’s operations against Pensacola and his conquest of West
Florida, the Amelia Island incident and the designs of
the United States, Jackson’s operations in Florida, the
census, landgrants, the cession to the United States,
and some other matters. Some materials are also
found in the section of papers known as “Expedientes
de Intendencia”, which consist of about 1900 legajos
and date in general from about 1740 down. Other
materials doubtless exist in the section of ecclesiastical
manuscripts relating to the jurisdiction of the Bishop
of Santiago, in which Florida was included from 1567.
A thorough search of the archives will probably reveal
other Florida materials.
Other manuscripts exist in the archives in Mexico,
and it is reasonable to expect to find others in one or
more of the Caribbean countries.
The Canadian archives also furnish their grist. In
the archives at Ottawa, the Haldimand, Gage, and
Bagot papers have various manuscripts relating to
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British East and West Florida, the operations of Bernardo de Galvez against the latter province, and some
others.
Washington is by far the most important center in
the United States for the study of Florida from the
original sources as well as from transcripts and other
reproductions. The most valuable collections of original materials are those in the Library of Congress. Of
these, the most extensive are the East Florida Papers,
which supplement the Papeles de Cuba of Seville. Before being removed to Washington they were kept for
many years in St. Augustine. They consist of some
65,000 manuscripts which were originally in 255
bundles but have now been reclassified into twenty
volumes and 831 boxes which makes them much more
usable. An excellent index has quite recently been
made of them, and consultation is now fairly easy.
Some little calendaring has been done, and it is hoped
that with the lapse of time a full calendar might be
made. Like the Papeles de Cuba these materials cover
every phase of the Spanish administration, but their
greatest value, perhaps, arises from those papers dealing with-the Spanish-Anglo-American relations. Trade,
Indian affairs, fugitive slaves from Georgia, border
troubles, the “patriot army” and the Amelia Island
incident, the crooked diplomacy of the United States
government, the cession, and a multitude of other
matters makes this collection a perfect mine of information. In general, the dates covered are those of
the second Spanish occupation, but there is also a good
collection of Montiano and Justiz letters and reports
that supplement materials of other depositories.
Other original papers relate to British West Florida. These were discovered in the Land Office some
years ago by Dr. Leo F. Stock of the Carnegie Institution and their transfer to the Library of Congress arranged for by Gaillard Hunt, then head of the Manu-
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script Division. They consist of a partial set of the
minutes of the upper and lower houses of the provincial legislature, royal commission and instructions for
Governor Johnston ; a volume entitled “Record of his
Majesty’s sign manual and other papers passed under
the broadseal of his Majesty’s province of West Florida” ; another volume of fiats, petitions, warrants, and
grants of land to officers of the army and navy; several volumes of conveyances of land ; and two volumes
of the secretary’s office account book. The Florida
State Historical Society has made arrangements to
publish the most valuable parts of this material together with other cognate manuscripts. There is also
other material relating to land for both East and West
Florida ; a letter book of the secretary of state for the
years 1770-1774 ; other additional Chester material ;
a bound volume of papers relating to the West Florida
controversy ; and papers relating to Jackson’s operations. ‘The Library has recently had photostat copies
made of the East and West Florida materials of the
Public Record Office, the most essential parts of
which have been or are being copied for the use of
the Florida State Historical Society. Among transcripts of early Spanish documents are the Lowery and
Buckingham Smith Papers, the latter of which contain
some translations as well. The Huguenot attempt is
reflected in several copies and translations of original
manuscripts or books. Quite recently, Mr. Washington E. Connor, of New York, following out the desires
of Mrs. Jeannette Thurber Connor, one of the founders
of the Florida State Historic&l Society, who died in
1927, gave her collection of transcripts, photostats,
maps, and other papers to the Library. These form a
valuable addition to the early Spanish history of Florida. The Library itself has had many typed transcripts of Spanish manuscripts made in various centers, and quite recently, has received from Mr. Roscoe

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol10/iss1/6

10

Robertson: The Archival Distribution of Florida Manuscripts

45
R. Hill who is acting as agent for the Library in Spain
a considerable body of reproductions on film, some of
which relate to Florida. 1 The Stevens handwritten
transcripts, too, help to swell the Floridiana resources
of the Library. The Brooks transcripts of old Spanish
materials (partly translated) are not recommended to
students if they can obtain the same documents elsewhere, as they were apparently hastily made and do
not appear to be thoroughly accurate.
Various collections, such as the papers of Jefferson, Monroe, and Jackson, contain some good material.
Quite recently, some of the papers of the House of
Representatives have been transferred to the Library.
It is reasonable to assume the existence among them
of reports and other material concerning Florida.
There is considerable in the manuscript copies of the
special messages of the presidents. Altogether (and
I have but scratched the ground here), the papers in
the Library of Congress are indispensable for the study
of the history of Florida.
Next to the Library of Congress comes the Department of State. Here are the Territorial Papers which
are soon to be published by the Federal Government, a
goodly proportion of which treat of Florida. There is
also considerable material related to the insurrectionary movements in Spanish Florida and the diplomacy
of the United States therein in the following collections : Special Agents ; Notes from the Spanish Legations ; Despatches from Consuls ; Despatches to Consuls : Domestic ; and Miscellaneous. The Florida State
Historical Society has had photostat copies made of
this material for a series of volumes to be edited by
Professor J. B. Lockey.
The War and Navy Departments, and the Indian
1
Mr. Hill has returned to the United States. The work
he started is being continued by Miss Elizabeth Howard West,
librarian of Technological College, Lubbock, Texas.
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and Land Offices, all furnish their quota of materials,
and they must all be consulted for different periods.
There is also some little material in the Surgeon General’s Office.
Outside of Washington pickings are also good. The
Manuscript Division of the New York Public Library
has some early documents in the Rich Collection and
a few in the Bancroft Collection. Here also is the
transcript made by Stevens of the claims of the loyalists of East Florida which has recently been edited by
Professor Siebert and published by the Florida State
Historical Society. A letter book (No. 22, 1764-1765)
also contains a few Florida items. And other scattered
documents are found.
In the New York Historical Society are preserved
most of the Buckingham Smith Papers. These have
valuable materials, partly transcripts, and originals
or early copies, for almost all epochs of Spanish Florida. Of special value are the manuscripts relative to
the Indians and those of the two or three decades preceding the war of 1755-1763.
In the Church Mission House, in New York are the
Hawks Transcripts which contain a few items on Florida. Florida Baptist church records are found in The
American Baptist Historical Society of Philadelphia.
The Pennsylvania Historical Society of Philadelphia has some noteworthy items on Florida in the
Gratz Collection, as well as some in the Poinsett Papers.
Harvard University, as above noted, has two volumes of the Survey made by De Brahms. In the
Sparks Papers are a few references also to Florida.
In the Shelburne and Clinton Papers owned by the
William L. elements Library at Ann Arbor is considerable excellent material, mostly of the British period or of the period of the War of the American Revolution. It is expected that when the Clinton Papers
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are ready for investigation by students many rich
finds will be made among them. 2
Among the Draper Manuscripts of the Wisconsin
State Historical Society are various documents relating
to the Indians of the Florida region. The Ayer Collection of the Newberry Library, in Chicago, also has
various items. Among these is a letter of 1534 signed
by Charles V., an original letter from Zachary Taylor
to Governor Richard Keith Call, of 1839, and the original despatch relative to the Dade massacre. This collection also has transcripts from Seville and Havana,
all of these falling within the period 1770-1821.
Going further west, the Henry E. Huntington Library and Art Gallery in California has a respectable
body of materials. Most of these manuscripts are of
the British period, but a few are of the second period
of Spanish occupation, and several of the period since
1821. The University of California at Berkeley also
has various transcripts from Spain and other countries
and it is very probable that the private collection of
Professor Herbert E. Bolton contains Florida material.
The Garcia Collection of the University of Texas also
contains Florida material in its transcripts from Spanish archives.
The county courthouse at Baton Rouge has good
materials for the period of the revolution of West Florida and related matters. There are a few Oliver Pollock papers here. In the rooms of the Louisiana Historical Society at New Orleans are some West Florida
materials after 1784. A private collection in New Orleans contains much Panton and Leslie matter and
other pertinent material. The Alabama Department of
Archives and History at Montgomery owns a Stevens
transcript of the Minutes and Acts of the legislature
of British West Florida which was made for Peter
2
Shortly after this paper was read it was announced that
Mr. Clements had acquired the Gage Papers.
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Hamilton. The same institution also has some Spanish
documents of the second Spanish occupation and a
number of other miscellaneous manuscripts. The Parish Registers in Mobile yield some good ecclesiastical
documents. The Georgia Department of History and
Archives at Atlanta has some excellent material for
the Oglethorpe-Montiano period, as well as much for
the Georgia-Florida border troubles, and the participation of Mathews and Mitchell in the insurrectionary
movements in Spanish Florida. There are a few scattered documents in the Virginia State Library in Richmond.
One goes to Florida last for manuscript concerning
its history. Florida has not been careful of the sources
for its history. In 1908, Professor David Y. Thomas
made a “Report on the Public Archives of Florida”,
which appeared in the Annual Report of the American
Historical Association for the Year 1906. It is impossible now to find a great deal of the material mentioned
in that report, and I have personally gone, not once,
but many times, on a hunt for it in certain of the vaults
of the capitol in Tallahassee and in other places. There
are a few letter books of the governors, the oldest
being for 1836, and some other materials, but they are
all too inadequate. There are of course some administrational manuscript material that has escaped the
carelessness of officials and employes who had to use
them. But for the most part, officials have had a fine
disregard for the history of their state. Several years
ago the legislature passed a bill inaugurating a State
Library Board which is now functioning and slowly
making some headway in the collecting of manuscript
materials. There is also some cooperation in certain
quarters in Tallahassee that may result in the locating
and saving of important sources. The land documents
in charge of the department of Agriculture are still
intact and are well housed in steel vaults. There is,
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I believe, a duplicate set of all these documents in the
Land Office at Washington. The trouble is that the
carelessness of the past can never be rectified so far
as the lost documents are concerned.
‘There are some excellent materials in various county court houses in Florida ; and in the federal building
at Pensacola some good records around the period of
the Civil War. Mr. Julien C. Yonge at Pensacola, who
has probably the best private collection of printed
Floridiana in existence, has also a few good manuscripts, mostly of the United States period. His collection is especially noteworthy for its Florida newspapers. I hear vaguely of certain collections of private
papers in the state and am beginning to think that we
shall be able to save some of these for posterity.
At the City Building in St. Augustine, there are a
number of papers dating from Spanish times. These
are housed in a fire proof vault and are probably safe
but they do not appear to be as well cared for as they
should be. The Historical Society in St. Augustine
has also collected some papers.
In closing just a word on the collection of photostats and transcripts amassed by The Florida State
Historical Society. Through the liberality of Dr. John
B. Stetson, Jr., the Society has received in photostat
form from the Archivo General de Indias almost all
the material prior to 1763 and some little of the material to 1819-in all about 100,000 sheets. The Society has also many photostat copies of materials existing in depositories in the United States. It has also
many typed and handwritten transcripts from the
archives in Simancas and from those in Madrid, and
is having copied as it may the photostat copies made
for the Library of Congress of the original documents
pertaining to British West Florida in the Public
Record Office. The documents pertaining to British
East Florida are being utilized by Professor Siebert
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in works being published by the Society. Just so far
as possible, it is the intention of the Society to publish the best of these varied classes of materials. At
the present time, it has in press the second volume of
Mrs. Jeannette Thurber Connor’s Colonial Records of
Spanish Florida 3 It is true that scarce a day goes by
that I do not hear of some Florida manuscript of which
I had not previously known.
JAMES ALEXANDER ROBERTSON
3
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